
Deciduous and Evergreen Trees  
Have you ever wondered why some trees keep their leaves all year long and some trees 

don’t? Read on to find out more…  

  

Introduction  

We have lots of different types of trees in the UK. These trees can be sorted into two main 

groups –  deciduous and evergreen. Deciduous sounds like a complicated word, but it just 

means trees that shed their leaves in the autumn and grow new leaves in the spring. 

Evergreen is a name for trees that keep their leaves all year long.   

  

  

Evergreen Trees  

Pine, Spruce, Holly and Fir trees are all evergreen trees. They are grown 

for lots of different reasons: for shade, for their fruit such as cones 

(pinecones) and for Christmas trees. These trees only stay green while 

they are still growing in the ground. If we cut them down, their leaves 

very quickly turn brown and fall off!   

Evergreen trees stay green because they can make 

their own food all year round. They have thick, 

waxy leaves which are rolled up tight, like long, 

thin, green needles. The shape of the leaves allows 

them to store water in freezing temperatures; this 

helps them to make food even when there isn’t  

much sunlight.   

  

  

Deciduous Trees  

Oak trees are deciduous. These trees lose their leaves before 

the winter comes. Their leaves turn lots of different colours 

before finally turning brown and falling off. New leaves start 

to grow again in March.    

Oak trees use their leaves to make food. They need 
sunlight and water to do this. Because it gets 
colder and there is less sunlight in winter the 
trees stop making food, so they don’t need 
their leaves. They become dormant (they go 

to sleep) until the  
springtime comes and there is more sunlight to make food again. Other 
deciduous trees that grow in the UK are Ash, Beech and Sycamore trees.   

  
 


