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  Pure kindness – feels good, doesn’t it? 
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2 
  Pure kindness – feels good, doesn’t it? 

 

Nothing to Lose 

Challenger characteristic: Carry out an act of kindness in the school 

There were just a few minutes left of the lesson. The class had been restless and Miss Hughes had 

become frustrated. In order to finish on a more positive note, she read the class a traditional poem. 

 

For want of a nail, the shoe was lost; 

For want of the shoe, the horse was lost; 

For want of the horse, the knight was lost; 

For want of the knight, the battle was lost; 

For want of the battle, the kingdom was lost; 

And all for the want of a horseshoe nail. 

 

Shola was last out to break. What a mess! Without anyone noticing, she picked up three bags, four 

coats and two lunch boxes that had been knocked onto the floor as the class had bundled out to the 

playground. 

 

Thanks to Shola, no lunches were lost; 

Thanks to the lunches, no tempers were lost; 

Thanks to good moods, no playtime was lost; 

Thanks to good games, no patience was lost; 

Thanks to more patience, no learning was lost; 

Thanks to good learning, no smiles were lost; 

Thanks to the smiles, the parents were completely at a loss: why did everyone seem different? Miss 

Hughes’s smile seemed brighter. Their children seemed calmer. Soon, even they began to feel more 

relaxed as they walked home.  

 

And all thanks to Shola, who wanted nothing in return. 

 

Questions 

What is the moral (message) of the first poem – ‘For Want of a Nail’? 

What was Shola’s act of kindness? 

In what way does Shola’s act reflect the first poem, and how is it different?  

 


