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 Maths Literacy Focus Phonics Reception Phonics Nursery 

Monday Estimating buckets 
 
Find a small container, such 
as a yogurt pot. Think about 
how many things you might 
be able to fit into it. 
Estimate how many pieces 
of pasta, lego bricks etc can 
you fit in your pot.  
Did you estimate the correct 
number? 
Can you fit more things in if 
the items are big or small? 

How do you feel? 

 

Draw and label all the 

different emotions you can 

think of. 

 

What do you think 

‘astonished’ means and 

might look like? 

What about shocked or 

amused? 

 

Play a game with a grown up 

to see if they can guess how 

you are feeling without 

making any sounds? Then 

swap over. 

Watch ‘Have you filled a 
bucket today’ 
 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=JEg38zCOMgk 
 
Have a conversation about 
which things would be a 
‘filler’ or a ‘dipper’ 

 Saying good 
morning to your 
teacher or 
classmates. (Filler) 

 Hurting someone 
with your hands 
(Dipper) 

 Being disrespectful. 
(Dipper)  

 Sharing with a 
friend. (Filler) 

 Not telling the truth 
(Dipper) 

 Pushing and 
shoving. (Dipper) 

 Saying please and 
thank you. (Filler) 

 Helping tidy up. 
(Filler) 

 Cutting a queue 
(Dipper) 

 Opening the door 
for someone. (Filler) 

Play a game of I spy using 
the sounds you have learnt 
so far. 
‘I spy with my little eye 
something beginning with 
m’ 
 

Recap lesson. 

 

m  a  s  d  t  i  n 

 

Practise recognising the 

sounds. Grown up writes / 

child writes grown up 

guesses. 

Match the sound to the 

letter and vice versa. 

Grown up says ‘ssssssss’ 

child says... 

Writing the sounds 

(remember formation is 

more important than size), 

please remind the children 

to say the rhyme out loud 

as they write to help with 

formation. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JEg38zCOMgk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JEg38zCOMgk
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 Giving someone a 
compliment (Filler) 

 Making fun of 
someone (Dipper) 

 Being a bully 
(Dipper) 

 Asking someone to 
play with you. 
(Filler) 

 Telling someone 
that they can’t play 
with you (Dipper) 

 Using unkind words 
(Dipper) 

 Asking someone to 
play with you. 
(Filler) 

Tuesday Adding buckets. 

 

Using a number of different 

containers (cups, bowls, 

jugs, buckets), fill them with 

objects. 

Estimate how many are in 

the container, then count to 

check. What if you added 

two containers together, 

how many would there be 

then? Is the number bigger 

or smaller? How many are 

there all together? 

Does the total always get 

bigger? 

How full is your bucket? 
 
Write or draw about how 
you feel today. 
What makes you happy or 
sad? 
Is there something that 
always makes you laugh? 
When was the last time you 
were surprised by 
something, and what was it? 

Bucket filling snack 
 
Make a healthy snack with 
things that make you happy. 
What food did you use? 
 
 
 

Practise reading and writing 
the following common 
exception words: 
the 
me 
he 
she 
was 
I 
with 
my 
 
Can you use these words in 
a sentence? 
 
 
 

Fred talk 

In school we use a frog 

called Fred, he only 

understands words broken 

into their sounds. Practice 

segmenting and blending 

words with your child. 

 

Can you show me ‘s’’a’’d’? 

Can you ‘s’’i’’t’ here? 

Would you like to ‘s’’i’’p’ this 

drink? 

 

These are just examples. 
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This can be done at any 

point during the day. 

 

Wednesday Sharing buckets. 
 
Fill a container with objects, 
how could you share the 
objects to make sure 
everyone has  the same 
amount? Is it fair if one 
person gets more? Should 
the grown up get more 
because they are bigger? 
What happens if there are 
some left over? 

Fill a bucket. 
 
Think of the things you could 
do to fill someone in your 
family’s bucket, write down 
a list of these things and 
then do them, ticking them 
off once you have 
completed them. 
Maybe you could help your 
grown up around the house? 
Could you phone or video 
call someone? 

Bucket fillers. 
 
Write nice messages for 
your friends and family on 
strips of coloured paper and 
link then together in a paper 
chain. 
Or draw pictures of the 
people you love doing things 
you like to do. For example, 
walking in the park with 
Nanny 
 

 

Pick a sound 

 
Pick a sound at random from 
the list of sounds you know 
and try to think of as many 
words that begin with that 
sound 

Rhyming words. 

 

Sing some nursery rhymes 

and talk about which words 

sound the same and why. 

 

Repeat the rhyme this time 
use Fred talk to say the 
rhymming words. Eg. 
 
Hickory dickory d-o-ck, 
The mouse ran up the c-l-o-
ck, 
The clock struck one, 
The mouse ran down, 
Hickory dickory d-o-ck  

Thursday Bath time buckets. Fill their bucket. Draw around your hand.  Sentence substitution Introduce the letter ‘P’ 
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When in the bath or 
paddling pool give the 
children different sized 
containers to explore. Which 
one holds the most? Why? 
How many cups does it take 
to fill the jug? If it is empty 
does it float or sink? What 
about if it is full? 

 
Make a certificate for a 
friend or member of your 
family celebrating 
something they’ve done or 
something they are good at. 
“I’m going to make one for 
my mum for always making 
me laugh and cheering me 
up when I am sad.” 

 
Think about the people you 
know who can fill your 
bucket, and who you can 
talk to if you are worried. 
Draw around and turn each 
of your fingers into their 
face.  
Can you label each of the 
people on your hand? 
 
 

 

 
Write the following words 
on separate pieces of paper; 
dog 
cat 
jumps 
sits 
 
Write the sentence; The 
rabbit hopped on the table. 
 
Can you use the words on 
the table to change the 
sentence? What word would 
you cover with the new 
word? Does the sentence 
still make sense? 
 
For example, cover the word 
rabbit with the word dog. 
The sentence then reads, 
the dog hopped on the 
table. 
Cover the word rabbit with 
dog and the word hopped 
with jumps. The sentence 
now reads, the dog jumps 
on the table. 
 
 
 
 

 

Make a light, quiet, popping 

sound p-p-p-p-p 

 

Find some objects that 

start with a ‘p’. 

Purse, pizza, pencil etc. 

 

Practice writing the sound. 

“To draw a pirate, start at 

the top, go down his plait, 

then up over and round the 

pirates face” 

 

Take some pictures and post 

them on ‘evidence me’ 
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Friday Patterned buckets. 

 

Decorate your container 

with a pattern.  Can you 

describe your pattern to 

someone else? What comes 

first? What comes next? 

Can you use different shapes 

in your pattern and make a 

pattern using shapes and 

colours? 

 
 

How full is your bucket? 
 
Make a list of all the 
emotions you felt this week. 
Did something make you 
sad? What made you happy 
again? Can you remember if 
you felt angry or joyful? 
What made you feel that 
way... 

Can you fill dad’s bucket? 
 
Sunday is Father’s Day. 
Spend some time to make 
something for your Dad or 
someone special to you. 
 
You could make a card with 
a picture of his favourite 
things on or make 
something for him to keep 
or something to help him at 
work. 

Blending 

 

Practise blending. Sound out 

the sounds in the following 

words, stretch each sound 

into the next to support 

blending. Ask an adult to 

sound out a word, can you 

blend it back together again. 

For example d-o-g is dog. 

Remember to use pure 

sounds when sounding out. 

https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=UCI2mu7URBc 

Fred talk 

 

Can you show me a d-o-ll’? 

Can you d-i-g here? 

Would you please go and g-

e-t a drink? 

 

These are just examples. 

 

This can be done at any 

point during the day. 

 

 

 

Please do not feel that you must follow this timetable in detail. These are ideas for 
things you can do with your child/children. The most important things you can do 
at the moment are to: 
Read with your child everyday (10 minutes) 
Read to your child everyday (10 minutes) 
You can access more reading material for free from Oxford Owl 
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/ 
 
Nursery – count to 10 everyday 
Reception – count forwards and backwards to 20 every day 
 

Phonics 
Practise your speed sounds daily. 

 
 
Free phonics games can be found at Teach my monster to read 
https://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/ or  
Phonics Play https://new.phonicsplay.co.uk/. 
 
 

This week's story is available on YouTube: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JEg38zCOMgk 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCI2mu7URBc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCI2mu7URBc
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/
https://new.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JEg38zCOMgk
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Set 1: (Red books) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h8m6YFr0gig 
Set 2- (Green-Purple books) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p7hRbrpq5Bo 
Set 3 sounds (Pink books and up) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aR0BV1zaFDM 
 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h8m6YFr0gig
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p7hRbrpq5Bo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aR0BV1zaFDM

